Arab States _

The Arab CoE stresses the need to respond to
participants” real interests. It has successfully tried
the idea of making the first workshop of each yearly
programme a “launching” session so participants can
have a say in the topics that should be given prior-
ity in later workshops. In just over three-and-a-half
years of operation, the CoE has trained 3570 par-
ticipants. In May 2005, the CoE's Coordination Unit
was transferred from Damascus in the Syrian Arab
Republic to Muscat, Oman.

Asia-Pacific

The Asia-Pacific CoE is based upon an online portal
that simuftaneously supports distance-learning re-
sources and stand-alone training packages, while
providing indispensable information on hot issues
such as e-commerce, broadcasting, Internet pro-
tocol telephony, interconnection, and service pric-
ing. In the last three years, the CoE has organized
16 sessions, attended by 386 participants.

Activities planned for 2006 indude pilat workshops
on rural connectivity and regulatory issues.

Eurone and CIS

Parinership
and sustainability

The Centres of Excellence were created thanks
to the allocation of CHF 9 million in “seed money”
from the excess of income over expenditure aris-
ing from the [TU TELECOM events. The short-
and long-term sustainability of a development
project is a key factor in ITU's deciding to under-
take it. In this respect, the Americas, African, and
Arab CoEs in particular have achieved remarkable
results, delivering dozens of cost-effective training
activities and contributing a steadily grawing amount
to their yearly budgets. This kind of performance is
also supported by major contributions from other
public-sector agencies and the private sector -
and the successes attract further assistance.

Canada's International Institute of Telecommuni-
cations(IIT), for example, signed a partnership agree-
ment at the first phase of the World Summit on the
information Society in 2003. Since then, IIT has or-
ganized innovative courses as part of the TAP on
TELECOM Project. This multi-phase initiative, which
is supported by Industry Canada, aims to create a
system for building up capacity in Africa and the Arab
States among professionals who deal with advanced
technical issues.

Another CoE partner is the /nstitut National des
Télécornmunications, of France, which has contrib-
uted to ongoing
Project. This de
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